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LAURA GRAY

Miss Laura Gray, SRN, CMB, was the first missionary to go from the Chapel for some time. Mr. Kemp was extremely happy when God called out missionaries from amongst his own young people. 
She sailed for India on the SS Scindia on Friday 8 November 1907, to work with the Poona and India Village Mission, founded 16 years earlier with five missionaries and now with 40, but still with only one worker for every 400 villages. An appeal to the members to raise her passage money led to gifts of £44, which not only covered the fare but left a balance of a few pounds, which was handed to Miss Gray at a farewell meeting in the Chapel on Thursday 7 November. She thanked the friends for their kindness and spoke a few parting words bearing on the perpetual presence of Christ with His own. She had a good send-off at the station – a ‘royal send-off’ at the station was to become a pattern that lasted and grew until the air travel replaced shipping. The deacons had agreed to raise support for her in the church. (Deacons’ Minute, 28 September 1907.)

The School of Bible study contributed £5 toward her passage money, and devoted a monthly collection in aid of her support while in India. She had been a member of the Bible Class before it became the School of Bible Study, and trained at the Bible Training Institute in Glasgow. She finished there in July 1907 and worked with the Fisher Girls in Lerwick until the autumn. (Record, 1907, p. 180.)

She arrived in India on 4 December 1907 – Record, 1908, p. 1. Letters were received from her at 1908 Record, pp. 16, 55 (full text), 58, 74. Encouraging news, no details, at Record 1909, p. 34, but more detail at p. 62.

References are in the Record: 1907, pp. 116, 180 (above information); 1908 pp. 16, 47, 55 (long letter), 58, 74, 139 (detailed letter); also Centenary Brochure p. 25; Record, 1909 p. 62; 1910 pp. 49, 146 (both long); 1911 pp. 2, 50, 114, 178; 1913 pp. 83 (due on furlough but no passage money), 178.

Report (Record, 1914, p. 32), Left India on 7 March 1914, details of trip, to Scotland in April, to have six months rest in North (Record, 1914, pp. 34, 66). Speaking at opening of Girls Missionary Auxiliary on 6 October, 1914 (Record, 1914, p. 161)

In hospital, Record 1915, p. 2. Long article by her on India in Record 1915, pp. 10-11. Better health, at School of Bible Study, p. 50. Expects to return in October 1915, looking for passage money, p. 111. Did well at Simpson Memorial Hospital exams, p. 113.

The deacons recommended that the School of Bible Study should co-operate with the church to adopt and support her as ‘the Missionary of Charlotte Chapel’. In the meantime, the church paid the deposit of £17 on her passage money and recouped £11. 5/- from the School of Bible Study. (Deacons’ Minutes, 25 June and 3 September 1915).

Farewell on 18 October, left on 23 October, Record 1915, pp. 165, 167.

Record 1916, pp. 98 (ill in hospital), 147 (back at her station, after three months in hospital after a knee operation, another nine months to go on crutches.) 1917 pp. 4, 62 (slow progress, able to walk only a short distance, with help, plus report of work.) Many difficulties in India but cheerful. Record, 1919, p. 19,

Report, Record, 1921, p. 16. Furlough expected in July 1921, arrived, welcomed, January 1922, Record, 1921, pp. 51, 66; 1922, p. 10.

Due to return in January 1923, but given more time to rest, then accident to knee, did not sail until January 1924; reports, Record, 1923, pp. 8, 10, 44, 50, 60, 72; 1924, pp. 4, 5, 12, 97; ill in Africa (? what was she doing in Africa), operation, given a year to recuperate, in Bournemouth, Record, 1925, pp. 6, 37; 1926, 7, 12, 27, 134, 168, 183; in Edinburgh and Fraserburgh, still hoping to return, but dropped off Chapel missionary list in October 1928, Record, 1927, p. 148; 1928, pp. 13, 148, 189; still under doctor in ‘Heightside’ (?Fraserburgh) in 1930, accident, but still hopeful of returning to India and keeping in touch with mission, Record, 1930, pp. 11, 101; 1931, pp 10, 86.

Second term, 1931-6

Sailed 26 June 1931, arrived 17 July. Had been ‘kept at home for several years through unforseen circumstances’, but now returned to her field in India. Record, 1931, pp. 109, 149; 1932, pp. 38, 189, 191; 1933, pp. 73-4, 189; 1934, pp. 44, 168, 184; 1935, pp. 74, 95, 149; 1936, pp. 30 (leave tropics for good, April 1936), 59, 105, 137, 154 (permanent address in Liverpool); 1937, p. 14 (still got parcel).

There is no further mention of her until an obituary notice in the Record of her death on 21 December 1944 (Record, 1945, page 30).

